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**For Immediate Release** 

 

Statement from Matt Walker, Director of Operations and Liaison to the Independent 

Monitor of the New York City District Council of Carpenters 

 

On December 18, 2017, allegations were brought to the attention of the New York City District 

Council of Carpenters. As a matter of protocol, the allegations were referred to the Court-

appointed Independent Monitor for a full review. Upon conclusion of that review, the 

Independent Monitor recommended that the union leader in question, Mr. Stephen McInnis, 

should resign due to an infraction of personnel policy.  
 
Joseph Geiger, the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the District Council, the union’s top 

position, concurred with the findings of the review and then requested Mr. McInnis’s resignation 

from his position as union President as well as all related appointments on February 16. Mr. 

McInnis complied with Mr. Geiger’s request and his resignation is effective immediately.  

 

Mr. Geiger has announced the appointment of Mr. Graham McHugh as President Pro Tem of the 

District Council effective February 27, 2018 and after the appropriate process as prescribed by 

the Constitution of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and the Bylaws of the District Council. 

Mr. McHugh is a 2nd generation carpenter from a proud family of carpenters. McHugh is a proud 

28-year member of the district council with significant leadership experience having served as a 

business agent, elected delegate, and presently as the President of Local Union 157.  McHugh is 

a member of the Manhattan Board of Business Agents and has spearheaded many philanthropic 

projects to aid New York City residents and the people of Puerto Rico. McHugh lives in 

Eastchester NY with his wife Johanna and three sons Ryan, Matthew, and Miles.  

 

Statement from Stephen McInnis: 

 

My Father and both of my grandfathers were proud rank-and-file members of Locals 608 and 

1456, respectively, of the District Council. I was raised in a union Carpenter household and 



dedicated my professional life to the cause. I have bled for this union and its members in a 

complicated and challenging industry environment over the last 24 years. However, after over 

two decades as a rank and file member and officer, I realize that I have not always put my 

family first. After much consideration, it is with great sadness that I close this chapter of my 

professional life, but I look forward to focusing on my family at this time. 

 

### 

 

All inquiries related to this matter should be directed to the District Council’s Director of 

Operations, Matt Walker. You can reach him at (212)–366–7585. 


